
A Year in Review 
Message from Ms Mathews, Programme Coordinator 

On 11th December 2017, I began the roller-coaster of a post that is 

Programme Coordinator in ACS. Although this post covers LCA and 

LCVP as well, TY has been the busiest and most challenging part of 

it. Having taught TY classes for many years, and watched the TY 

programme grow under the leadership of Mr O’Connor and others, I 

was excited to work with Ms Murphy, Mr Stewart, the TY tutors and 

TY teachers, to make it a memorable year for TY students. 

The TY Class of 2018 have had a fantastic year with lots of activities, 

trips, guest speakers, projects, events, achievements and awards. 

There have been many highlights, too many to mention… Visit of 

past pupil Rory O’Connor, DCU Compute TY course, ski trip, St. 

Patrick’s Day backdrops and those who performed, Battle of 

Broadway musical, Easter mural, Camino, driving skills, and the 

achievements of our Environmental Studies group and TY sports 

team - to mention but a few - there are many, many more. Each of 

you will have your own memories, which you should treasure. 

It has been a pleasure to work with the TY Class of 2018, to see you 

develop skills, learn new skills, become more confident and mature, 

make new friendships and move out of your comfort zones. 

Many thanks to the TY students, parents/guardians, teachers, 

support staff and management of ACS for all their input and 

assistance during the year. My job was made easier with the support 

of the 5 TY tutors, and all senior managers. There is no doubt that Ms 

Murphy, did over and above her role as TY Year Head, running the 

TY programme from September to December. She continued to 

support me with every project, initiative and crazy idea I had – for 

that I will be forever grateful. 

I wish all the TY Class of 2018, the best of luck as you head into 

5th year to prepare for your Leaving Certificate. I hope that the 

confidence you have gained this year, together with the new friends 

you have made in TY will encourage and inspire you towards 

success and greatness in life. Greatness lies within all of you. Work 

hard and get the most out of life that you can. I hope you will not 

miss my emails too much! You will always be my first TY group – 

you have taught me a lot and I will miss you lots! Best of luck and 

thank you! ~ Ms Mathews

  

A Reflection on 

TY 
Message from Ms Murphy, Year 

Head 

   

   As you near the end of your 

Transition Year, I would like to 

commend you all on the valuable 

and enjoyable year that you have 

had. You have had an action 

packed year with numerous new 

experiences, which I hope you will 

never forget. This year has been a 

life changing year for some of you, 

and I would hope it will help to 

focus you for what lies ahead. You 

have been a wonderful group of 

students to work with since Sept 

2014, but particularly over the last 

year. 

It is indeed a privilege to see you 

grow, mature and blossom into 

responsible and respectful young 

people. I am sure you will agree 

that your Transition Year has flown 

by. In August 2017 at our first 

assembly, I advised you not to let 

the year pass you by, and to have 

no regrets. At this point, only you 

as an individual can say if that 

happened. 

I would like to wish you all the very 

best of luck as you embark on your 

2 year Leaving Cert Programme. 

~ Ms Murphy 

  



   

Activity Week  
Continued 

Ski Trip 2018 

 

On February 9th, about 70 TY students, along with Ms. Kavanagh, Mr. 

Roberts, Mr. Leahy, Mr. Smyth, Mr. O'Leary, Ms. Pike and Ms. Tighe 

travelled to Norway for the ski trip.   

It was an amazing trip, creating memories that will last for a 

lifetime.   

Each day, we would get up and have breakfast, then go to the ski 

slopes. In their groups, the students would be taught how to ski by 

their instructor. The students would progress from the nursery 

slopes to the more advanced slopes which would be accessed by the 

various types of ski lifts.   

There were six days of skiing. At the end of each day, dinner would 

be served in the hotel, usually after or before an après-ski activity. 

These activities included a trip to the cinema, swimming, 

tobogganing, a table quiz, and going to an ice hockey match on our 

last night. There was also an awards night where students won 

various prizes.   

It was an amazing trip and it's safe to say that everyone enjoyed it 

immensely.   

Thanks again to Mr. Roberts, Ms. Kavanagh and all the teachers 

who coordinated and accompanied this fantastic week.  
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Camino 2018 

29 TY Students journeyed to Spain over Easter to undertake a 

massive challenge – walking 125km of the Camino de Santiago in 5 

days. 

Students walked from Sarria to Santiago and overcame the 

struggles that come with the Camino – blisters, sore feet, and lots of 

rain. 

The group stayed in a different hostel every night, and started 

walking at 7.30am every morning. 

Along the route stamps could be collected to mark the distance 

covered. These stamps were used to get the well-earned certificates 

at the end when the group reached Santiago. A massive thank you 

to Mr Howlin, Mr O’Shea, Ms McLoughlin and Ms Meade for 

organising and going on this amazing trip. 

A great time was had by all, on what was undeniably the trip of a 

lifetime. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Clogherhead 
Every student from Transition Year went to Clogherhead. 

We completed team building exercises. We built human 

pyramids, went on a go-kart, went for a hike to see the 

around Clogherhead, and completed puzzles and solved 

problems. We ended the day on a high as we ran into the sea!  

 

 

 

Zeminar 
On Tuesday October 10th, TY students went to 

Zeminar. We got to talk to many people at different 

stands such as Gaeltachts, girl guides, various 

universities, Gaisce and Labour Youth. We also got to 

meet various speakers such as Gary and Paul 

O'Donovan. It was a fantastic experience for everyone! 

Croke Park and Awesome Walls 
On November 14th, as part of activity week, all students went 

on a trip to Awesome Walls and Croke Park. We experienced 

the skyline tour on the top of Croke Park and got to visit the 

Croke Park Museum, having a very interesting tour. We also 

got to try out climbing walls in Awesome Walls, making for a 

challenging experience. What a great day! 

 

 Causey Farm 
On September 13th, TY students went on a trip to Causey Farm. We 

were split into groups and participated in many activities including 

baking brown bread, ceili dancing, milking cows, trying out the 

various activities involved in the Farmaphobia set (a maze of mirrors, 

a corn maze, and a terrifying journey through a dark haunted house). 

We all also hugely enjoyed the bog jumping! 

Cinema Trips 
Throughout the year there were several trips to the 

cinema. Spanish students went to the Irish Film Institute 

to see ‘La Jaula De Oro’, while French students also went 

to the IFI to see ‘Ma vie de courgette.’ Both films were 

excellent and students had a great time while also 

enriching their knowledge of the languages. 



 

 

 

 

  

  

IWish Conference 
January 30th, all TY girls went to the RDS to 

the IWish conference. It featured workshops, engaging talks by 

women and men who have seen the opportunities for a great 

career in STEM. It was a brilliant experience and eye opener for 

everyone. All the girls enjoyed receiving free goodies and 

learning new information from all the workshops. 

 

 

Driving Skills 
On various days, TYs went to Collon, Louth for a day 

of driving skills. There was a workshop where they 

learned about the parts of a car and brake reaction 

times. There was a presentation on road safety and the 

impact of car crashes. Finally students got a chance to 

go behind the wheel with a fantastic driving lesson!  

Dogs Trust Visit 

Two groups of T.Y students went to Dogs Trust Ireland on 20th 

and 24th of April. Students learned about the work Dogs Trust 

do and the process of adopting a dog. We got a tour of 

the centre and visited lots of dogs waiting for adoption. It was 

a really enjoyable day out and very informative. 

 

 

Celtic Adventures Bootcamp 

On Tuesday 30th January, while the girls were at 

the iWish Conference in Dublin, the boys were experiencing 

a bootcamp day from Celtic Adventures. There were many 

different activities on the day involving press-ups, the plank, 

mentally-challenging games and team-building exercises. 

Trips to Wagamama 
On December 7th and May 14th, all students doing the 

Japanese modules went on a trip to Wagamama. There, 

we tried lots of new Japanese foods, drinks, and immersed 

ourselves in the culture by attempting to use chopsticks. 

Afterwards we were allowed to go around 

Blanchardstown Shopping Centre, and had a great time. 



 

 

Battle of Broadway  
March 20th and 21st  

 
For 3 months straight, over 100 TYs worked to the best of 

their abilities to put on the best musical yet. The name of the 
musical was Battle of Broadway which involved 5 groups. The 
5 groups were Thriller by Michael Jackson, Mamma Mia, 
Grease, Rock of Ages and Spice Girls. There were 4 MC's for the 
event, who were David Carr, Conor Harford, 
Ashley Tallintire, and Liam O'Connor. The musical 
was choreographed by Grainne Kennedy and without her the 
musical wouldn't have been so exceptional. The musical ran for 
two nights, the 20th-21st of March. The first night was more laid 
back, but the second night had 3 judges and an overall winner, 
which was Rock of Ages. They won a juggling workshop for the 
3rd of May.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

TY Boys Soccer 
Next stop: Leinster Final – unbeaten all year in the top 

flight, an 8-0 win in the semi-final, in the A division. We 

wish Ashbourne C.S. the best of luck in the final and we 

congratulate the boys on a successful year. Also, a massive 

thanks to Mr Leahy for managing the lads excellently.  

 

 

U17’s Boys Soccer 
What a team! These men got to the Metropolitan final, 

where they were unlucky to lose to Swords. The lads 

kept their heads up and went back to winning ways, 

until they reached the Leinster Champions League 

semi-final and lost 2-1, but fought a very tough battle. 

Well done to Mr Leahy and the boys. 

TY Tag Rugby Blitz 
The boys lost their first game but after that, they became 

unbeatable and ended up taking home silverware. The girls 

only lost 1 game too and they also came home with a trophy! 

With an amazing girls’ team, as well as a fierce strong lads 

team, A.C.S. were gutted not to win the mixed tournament. A 

great day out and a massive thanks to Ms McManus. 

 

 
U17’s Girls Soccer 

So close! After winning every game they played all year, 

the ladies unfortunately lost 3-1 to a very strong side in 

the Leinster semi-final. Girls’ soccer in this school is only 

going to get better. A mention was well earned by Amy 

O' Brien – our top goal scorer. 

Senior Girls GAA 

Ms McManus and Ms O' Connell did a great job 

training our ladies, but unfortunately the year ended 

early, as we were unfortunate to get knocked out, 

after the group stage, after playing really good 

football in all games. Well done, we’ll bounce back 

again next year... 



 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

U16’s Camogie Blitz 
Well done to Lara Gough, Elise Doyle and Claire Magee, 

who performed brilliantly in a full day blitz in Dunganny. 

This is just the start of Camogie in this school. Although, we 

were not crowned champions, the girls displayed plenty of 

talent. The T.Y. ladies were very enthusiastic and got 

Ashbourne C.S. involved in camogie.  

Senior Boys GAA 

Mr Gibney and Mr Finnegan were great to the lads this 

year. Winning the North Leinster league was the highlight 

of the year for GAA this year in the school. 4 T.Y.s played 

for the seniors – Conor Harford, Killian Hogan, David 

Carr and Jack Mason Cudden. Well done boys! 

 

 
Senior Boy’s Golf 

Well done to Simon Purcell and Stephan Campbell, who were playing on 

the school's senior golf team. These TY students have been practicing all 

year round and it's paying off. In the last 16 of the Leinster G.U.I. schools 

golf tournament, ACS beat Coláiste na hInse by 1 hole. The quarter finals 

were held in Ashbourne Golf Club, where A.C.S. played against St 

Gerrard's of Bray.  

Volleyball 
A huge achievement for girls' volleyball in A.C.S was 

earned in November when they brought home the trophy 

in a blitz style tournament. What a great feeling to have 

come 1st on the day and what an amazing display of 

teamwork, skills and intelligence. Smiles all round! Wow, 

well done girls and fair play to Ms McLoughlin. 

U16’s Boys GAA 
Thank you Mr Deasy and Mr McIvor for training us and 

for managing us very well this year. Unfortunately, we 

got knocked out in the North Leinster semi-final. We had 

the team to go further, but we'll learn from losing. It 

happens. Next year will be our year. 



 

 

 

 

Gaisce 

" 
A group of 29 T.Y.s took part in the President's award challenge, throughout 

the year. We had to devote 1 hour a week towards certain tasks and complete a 

community involvement, a personal skill and a physical recreation activity 

each week, for 13 consecutive weeks. At the end of the year, we went on a trip 

to Slane farm Hostel and walked 22km. We will be presented with our well-

deserved bronze medals soon as we completed the award. Thanks to Ms 

Heavey for all of your help.” Thank you Lisa McEntee for the review and 

congratulations to all who completed this. An excellent achievement!

  

Peer Education 
"Back in October, 6 of us 

(Natasha Menon, Evan Kane, 

Becky Murray, Ben O’Brien, 

Simon Purcell and Emma 

Murphy) were chosen to go off 

to Navan for 5 training days. 

We learned about drugs, 

alcohol, smoking, peer 

pressure and self-esteem. We 

learned about the effects of 

drugs and what they can do to 

you overtime. Then we taught 

the 1st years what we had 

learned. We got to teach them, 

in a relaxed environment, 

about the dangerous 

substances involved in each of 

these. We encouraged the 

students to stay away from 

drugs. A student teaching 

another student helped them 

to concentrate, understand 

where we're coming from, 

engage and they listened, 

while respecting us. Thanks 

to Ms Murphy for arranging 

this for us." 

A big thanks to Ben O’Brien 

for his review! 

 

Climate Ambassadors 
Ruth Murray, Áine Roe and Maebh Browne are 3 

of 30 student climate ambassadors around the 

country. “We will take part in 2 communication 

actions and 2 action projects between January 

2018 and January 2019. We made the St. 

Andrew's 5k/10k/run/walk event 100% waste 

free! We attended training days and the Green 

Schools Expo. We spoke to the local primary 

schools about plastic and how it effects the 

environment.” A big well done to the 3 girls – 

what an honour to be a part of this project. Fair 

play for taking on the responsibility involved 

with this role. Thanks to Maebh for the review. 

Also, a big well done to James Gibney – he single 

handedly challenges the waste free battle, each 

day. He setup a T.Y. mini company, with the 

superb initiative to remove all plastic bottles and 

replace our plastics with environmentally 

friendly bottles. Well done and many thanks to 

Ms Hughes also! 
. 

 

Other Involvements 

- French/German Primary 

School Teaching 

- FAI Coaching 

- Credit Union Committee 

- Variety Show 

- TY Bulletin 

- Spanish Table Quiz 

- Linguistics 

 

  



 

 
  

GOAL 
GOAL came in to talk to us about the work they do 

their ongoing work in Syria. ACS raised the most 

money out of all schools in Ireland during the GOAL 

Jersey Day last year. The speaker showed us what the 

money went towards and how it helps people suffering 

in the ongoing conflict in Syria. 

Autism Ireland 
It was a very interesting talk as we learned what life 

can be like for someone with autism and some of 

the challenges they face. We gained a much deeper 

understanding about the world from the 

perspective of someone with autism.  

Simon James 
Singer/Songwriter and past pupil 

of Ashbourne Community School Simon 

James sang a couple of songs for TYs. He 

spoke about cyberbullying and discrimination 

and ways we should stay safe online. It was a 

great experience and very enjoyable for all.  

Irish Deaf Society 
TYs received a talk from Stephen Bates, who works with the 

Irish Deaf Society. Stephen, who is deaf himself, signed 

through ISL to us, while his colleague interpreted what he 

was saying. He told us about the struggle to get 

ISL recognized as an official language in Ireland and 

discussed stories of struggles in the lives of deaf people. This 

was an extremely engaging and enjoyable talk!  

RNLI 
Two women came in to represent the RNLI 

which stands for Royal National Lifeboat 

Institution. They discussed the guidelines we 

should adhere to when going out to 

the sea. This talk was 

beneficial and enjoyable as they made people 

wear the lifeguard outfit. 

Alan Tobin 
Alan Tobin explained the council’s plans for Ashbourne and 

the community, such as the youth café, the improvement of the 

Broadmeadow River and the planned linear park. He asked for 

the students' opinions on the youth café and other plans and 

took the time to ask what we as students would like to see in 

the future in Ashbourne. 

Thank you! 
We would like to say a huge 

thanks to all of these 

speakers for coming in to 

talk to us, and also to Ms 

Mathews and Ms Murphy for 
organising them! 

DSPCA 
A male representative from the DSPCA came in to talk 

about how the DSPCA works and what they do for 

animals that have been treated poorly in the past. 

They assure they are looked after well before going to a 

new home. It was enjoyable, and it was heart-warming to 

see the animals transform into much happier pets. 

Team Hope 
Team Hope came in to discuss giving poor 

countries boxes filled with gifts at 

Christmas. This talk was really enjoyable 

as we got an insight into the lives of these 

children and how happy they were when 

they received these gifts. 

 

Prosper Meath 
Sean and Eoin Murphy from 

Prosper Meath came to discuss a horse riding 

experience for people with learning 

difficulties. They wanted volunteers from TY 

to get involved and help. 



 

 

 

Easter Art Mural 
Every year before Easter Fr. Derek Derby asks a group of TY students to create a mural. 

This year the people asked were Grace McCarthy, Marie Heffernan, Sarah Byrne and 

Anastassia Varabiova. They had a few weeks to paint a 6ft by 4ft mural, given an image of 

the eyes of Jesus and the brief to include mirrors in these eyes, so as to allow churchgoers 

to ‘look into the eyes and see the true reflection of themselves in Jesus.’ Well done to all 

involved!  

St. Patrick’s Day Mural 
   

A group from TY were asked by the Ashbourne 

Chamber of Commerce to create a mural for the 

stage on St. Patrick’s Day. The group was: Marie 

Heffernan, Claire O’Farrell, Ciara Murray, Lisa 

McEntee, Heather Newman, Natasha Menon, 

Ashling Wearen and Kelly Bourke. Well done to all 

involved! 

 

Musical Posters 

and Tickets 
   

Posters and tickets were 

needed to advertise the 

musical, which took 

place in March. The idea 

for the posters/tickets 

were created by Gioia 

Morgan-Fox, Becky 

Murray, Grace McCarthy 

and Sarah Byrne. The 

posters were drawn by 

Sarah, with the tickets 

put together by Grace. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ComputeTY 

 

The week of the 8th to the 12th January, 35 Transition Year students participated in 

Dublin City University's 'ComputeTY' program, which lasted for the whole week. 

There were 3 different computer courses the students were able to choose from: 

Android App Inventing, Programming and Web Design. The students learned 

some basic skills relating to the course they chose, and there were prizes given out 

at the end of the week for each course. Congratulations to the prize winners from 

our school. They were Liam Moran (Android App Inventing: Best recreation of 

Space Invaders), Anastassia Varabiova (Web Design: Best Design), Sarah Byrne 

(Web Design: Best Coding), Dylan Murray (Programming: Best Python Code) 

and Colm McCarthy (Programming: Merit Award). 

  

WhizzKids 
   

A WhizzKids IT Workshop 

was on April 17th. Students 

learned to use kodu, a 3D 

gaming environment; 

HTML, making 

webpages; Microbit, a 

computer programming 

software, and SketchUp, a 

computer aided design 

application. They also 

learned about STEM.  All 

students involved 

thoroughly engaged with it. 

 

First Aid 
   

This workshop took place over 

Activity Week in November. 

In this workshop students 

practiced how to help others in 

a variety of situations. They did 

CPR, learned how to bandage 

effectively, what to do  

in the event of someone fainting 

or becoming ill, and general 

other first aid skills. This was a 

workshop enjoyed by all who 

did it. 
 

 

Other Workshops  
   

- Bia Bites 

- Drums/Percussion 

- Leadership and 

Teamwork 

- Project Management 

- First Aid 

- Media Skills – TYTV 

- Animation 

- Songwriting 

- Personal Safety Ireland 

- Spanish Dancing 

- PAL Law Module 

- The Really Rubbish 

Film Festival 

 

Broadcasting 
   

There were two 

broadcasting workshops, 

on Tuesday 10th April and 

Tuesday 17th April. It 

involved students writing 

up news reports and radio 

advertisements. They then 

got to record them in a 

recording booth. Students 

who were involved in this 

really enjoyed it. 
 



 

 

 

Irish Wheelchair 

Association 
   

On Friday 10th November, 

Class Kerragh were fundraising 

for the Irish Wheelchair 

Association. Students sold Angel 

pins and various other items 

in Ashbourne to raise money to 

send a team to the Irish 

Wheelchair Association 

Basketball Tournament. Also, on 

Thursday 23rd November, during 

the Christmas Market, students 

were selling also for this good 

cause. Students from Class 

Kerragh then travelled to 

Gormanstown to both watch and 

take part in the Wheelchair 

Basketball Tournament. 

Schools Go Orange 
   

On Friday the 9th of February students were 

asked to wear something orange 

and bring in €2 to support Cycle against 

Suicide. Many TYs helped to make this 

event a great success including 

hosting a First Year table quiz to raise 

awareness. Thanks to Ms O’Connell and Ms 

Stanley for organising this! 

 

Cancer 

Research 
   

Students sold daffodils 

and daffodil pins around 

the school 

and in Ashbourne town in 

aid of cancer research on 

Friday 23rd of March. 

As well as this, on the 23rd 

of February students sold 

lollipops around the school 

and outside 

shops throughout  

Ashbourne in aid 

of oesophageal cancer 

research. 

Irish Society of 

Autism 
   

On Thursday 12th and Friday 

13th of October, Class Bartragh 

helped with fundraising for 

the Irish Society of Autism. 

They all came together to 

raise money to help 

out people in need. They 

went to Ashbourne Village 

and collected money. 

Altogether they raised 1500 

euro and as a class they were 

very proud and thankful. 

 

 

Special Olympics 
   

Students from Class Copeland were 

divided into pairs and went to 

various locations in Ashbourne to run 

bucket collection in aid of Special 

Olympics Ireland. 

 



 

Intercultural Day 

 
On Monday 22nd January 2018, the school held their first 

Intercultural Day, which was organized by the TY 

Development Education class. It was a great success and 

there were over 50 displays, each display representing a 

different nationality in ACS. There were also fun games, 

sample food from different countries, cultural dancing 

and more. It showed the amount of variety of people in 

our school community and everyone had a great time. 

Many thanks to Mr Finnegan and Ms Hughes for 

organising this fantastic event! 
 

  

Public Warning 
   

Well done to TY students Adam 

O'Dea, JP Roche and Mark 

Tuite, of the band Public 

Warning, who won the best 

band and the audience vote in 

the SchoolStars final on the 21st 

February 2018 in the TLT, 

Drogheda. They got to support 

Jake Carter on 7th April. 
 

 

Linguistics 
Grace McCarthy made it to the final round 

of the All Ireland Linguistics Olympiad 

competition on the 13th March 2018. She 

came 30th overall in the solo round and 3rd 

overall in the team round.  

4Sport 
   

4Sport, a Transition Year Mini Company 

composing of Kirsty Flynn, Sam Hendrick 

and Luke Barrett made it through to the 

Student Enterprise Awards Meath County 

Final. They represented the school in the 

Senior Category of the Student Enterprise 

Programme. They unfortunately did not 

win a prize but received 500 euro 

sponsorship from Murray and Sons 

Coaches and represented the school 

brilliantly. Thanks to Mr Newman and Ms 

Mathews for their support. 
 

TY Hoodies 
A massive thank to Emma Murphy and 

Ciara Murray for organising TY hoodies this 

year. The hoodies featured each students’ 

initials as well as everyone’s name on the 

back.  



A Farewell to Transition Year 2017-2018 
 

We would like to take a moment to thank everyone who made Transition Year into the fantastic 

experience it was – from teachers, to P.E. coaches, to workshop facilitators, and even the students 

themselves. 

The year could not have been the same without each and every person involved. We went on 

trips, completed workshops, finished assignments, and most importantly, had a chance to 

develop ourselves as people. Each day within the year offered a new set of learning experiences 

and opportunities, which most of us embraced with both arms wide open. 

A special thanks to Ms Mathews and Ms Murphy for, well, organising the year. They both 

worked tirelessly to make our Transition Year experience into what it was, and as a year group 

we will forever be grateful. 

We would especially like to thank Ms Murphy for a fantastic four years as our Year Head. She 

has been so good to us and we will miss her next year. We wish her the best of luck at her new 

job and we hope that the future will bring with it wonderful new opportunities and happy 

experiences. 

Transition Year has (hopefully) left everyone with new ideas. New plans for the future. New 

dreams. New skills. New friends.  

We at the TY Bulletin hope that TY was everything you wanted it to be, and potentially even 

more.  

 
 

 

Thank You for Reading! 
   

Layout and Editing: by Sarah Byrne 

Writing: by Megan O’Connor, Leo Finnegan, David Carr, Sarah Byrne Marie Heffernan, and 

Ashley Tallintire 

With thanks to those who sent photos and wrote about various experiences! 


