
1st Year 2019
Welcome to 
Ashbourne Community School



Introduction

Principal: Ms. Duffy

Deputy Principals: Mr. Stewart, Mr. Moriarty 
and Ms. Casey

1st Year Head: Ms. Scannell



Overview

- Mission of ACS

- Transition into ACS/ Induction

- Daily routine

- Initiatives

- Cat4 tests

- Attendance

- Junior Cycle

- Supporting our students

- Key messages



Mission Statement

Our school is a place where we foster such values 

as respect, inclusion and care as evident in our 

school policy and practice.



Mission Statement

We pursue academic excellence while recognising 

the diversity of our student body.



Mission Statement

Ashbourne Community School is a partnership of 

students, staff, parents and guardians, Board of 

Management and our local and global 

communities. 



Induction Programme
We had a number of staff involved in the 

Induction programme  for our 1st years 

during their first few days in ACS. This 

programme is a valuable part of how well 

our 1st years transition into ACS. 



Induction Programme
The workshops they took part in were:
1. Team Building
2. Building Friendships
3. Belonging
4. Be ready
5. Problem Solving
6. Student Voice
7. ICT



Daily Routine
1st Year Locker Area
- Yellow Area

- Supervision on corridor

- Morning break/big break – sit with Tutor group/friends 

- Use of the outside seating at lunch break

- Students are not allowed out to the garage shop at 
morning break



Daily Routine
The Journal

- The journal is an important medium of  communication during a 
students school life. 

- Used well it establishes better home/school links

- It enables teachers to check that homework is being noted accurately 
and also to comment on outstandingly good behaviour or on 
unsatisfactory progress and unacceptable behaviour

- Students must have their journals in every day

- Parents/Guardians are asked to check their son/daughters journal and 
sign it every week. 



Daily Routine
The Journal

The school journal serves the following functions:

1. record all homework

2. record of important notices

3. Means of communication between teacher/Year head

4. Means of communication between teacher and 
parent/guardian



Daily Routine
Code of Behaviour

One basic school rule:

We must respect other people and the 
property of other people



Daily Routine
Code of Behaviour

Why do we have a Code of Behaviour?

- To ensure good working relationships between 
students and staff

- To set out clear boundaries and to prevent disruption 
to learning

- To encourage students to take responsibility for their 
own behaviour and to promote good behaviour



Daily Routine
Code of Behaviour

Expectations:
- Good attendance
- Punctuality
- Courtesy, respect and good behaviour at all times
- Eagerness to learn
- Full preparation for class



Daily Routine
Code of Behaviour
Expectations:
- Full co-operation
- All assigned work is produced
- Journal is signed weekly
- School rules are followed
- Full school uniform is worn



Daily Routine
Attendance

- Attendance and punctuality are taken very seriously in ACS.

- The Principal/Deputy Principal and Assistant Principals meet & greet 
students as they arrive in school each morning & at lunchtime. 

- Student attendance is marked electronically at morning registration by 
the class tutor & at every class by the subject teacher throughout the 
school day.

- Following morning registration, a text is issued to all parents/guardians 
of absent students.



Daily Routine
Attendance
Benefits of good attendance for our students:

- The strength of the link between good attendance and the child’s                   
performance in examinations is confirmed in several research studies

- School attendance contributes to personal and social development

- Self-esteem and confidence are developed as a result of regular attendance at school

- Children who regularly attend school achieve the most from their school experience

- Better relations with parents and siblings, easing parental stress and creating a good 
example for siblings

- Good school attendance is a positive habit learned and this habit and dedication can 
be carried on to future studies and employment



 Establish a good routine in the mornings and evenings so your child is prepared for the school day ahead.

 Make sure your child goes to school regularly and follows the school rules.

 Ensure your child arrives at school on time – not late.

 Arrange dental and medical appointments outside school hours when possible.

 Always inform the school if your child is absent due to illness – this should be followed up with a written

note when your child returns to school.

 Take truancy seriously – if your child is not attending school as you expect they may be putting 

themselves at risk – Who are they with? What are they doing?

 Take family holidays outside term time.

 Talk to your child about school and take an interest in their school work (including homework).

 Attend parent evenings and school events.

 Praise and reward your child’s achievements at school.

 Always support school staff in their efforts to control difficult or challenging behaviour.

 Discuss any problems or difficulties with the school – staff are there to help and will be supportive.



Daily Routine
Punctuality

- Students must report for tutorial at 8.42(9.42 on Tuesdays)

- Arriving after 8.50 (9.50 on Tuesdays), students must report to the 
main office and sign the late book

- Two lates in a week result in detention

- Students should bring an explanatory note for their lateness with 
them

- It is good practice to be in school 15-20 mins before school starts 
to go to their lockers and get organised for the day ahead



Daily Routine
Signing in/out

- No student may leave school during the day              
without prior notice

- Students must have a note and must get permission from 
their tutor, Year head or Deputy Principal before signing 
out

- I would urge you, where possible to organise 
appointments for after school as to minimise the amount 
of time students are missing from school



Daily Routine
Uniform

- Students must wear the full uniform, at all     
times

- Any student not in full school uniform must have 
a note from home and report to the Deputy 
Principal during tutorial time

- Please note, students should wear plain black 
footwear with black soles (not boots)
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Daily Routine
Mobile phones/musical devices

- Mobile phones are not to be visible or to be             
used INSIDE the school building at any time

- Mobile phones may be used as a class resource under 
the instruction of the class teacher

- Mobile phones may be used OUTSIDE school buildings 
before school, at breaktime, lunchtime and after 
school



Daily Routine
Reusable bottles

- Students are to use their own reusable water bottle          
in school

- We are a BYOB (Bring Your Own Bottle) school and adhere 
to strict ‘no disposables’

- If a student is in possession of a single use plastic bottle 
they will be asked to empty it and place it in the nearest 
recycling bin



Initiatives
- Cloud School www.progresso.net
- Assessment / School Improvement – 'Traffic Lights’                                   

(Learning and assessment tab in journal)
- Maths Circles - The aim of this initiative is to foster an enjoyment of 

mathematics in young people, to stimulate and challenge them, and to further 
develop their problem-solving skills. It is designed specifically for students who 
enjoy mathematics and want the added challenge of exciting topics that are 
normally outside the school curriculum. It gives students opportunity to build 
new friendships, challenge each other and learn from each other. The program 
will start on Tuesday 12th of November 2019 at 9.00-9.40 am. It will run for 8 
weeks, one lesson per week. Students will be provided with the application 
letter in the late October. 

http://www.progresso.net/


Extra Curricular

“peer acceptance is so important to children, and 
feeling that they fit in. To help students who may 
feel they don’t fit in, it’s very important to 
encourage them to join in the extra-curricular 
activities” – be it sport, chess, drama, choir, etc.

– That is a great way of making friends



What is the Cognitive Abilities Test Fourth 
Edition (CAT4)?

Assesses students’ developed abilities in:

 Verbal Reasoning Battery – thinking with words

Numerical Reasoning Battery – thinking with numbers

Non-verbal Reasoning Battery – thinking with shapes

Spatial Ability Battery – thinking with shape and space



Why use CAT4?
•  Overview of performance of the group of first year students

•  Comparison between groups of students

•  Identifying students at risk of underachievement

•  Monitoring ability profile of intakes

•  Tracking each students progress



Click Title

Junior Cycle 
Information for Parents



Overview of presentation 

1. Overview of the Junior Cycle

2. Subjects, Short Courses, Wellbeing and

other Areas of Learning

3. Assessment and Reporting

4. Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA)



Flexible programme for student learning

Balance between knowledge and skills

Dual approach to assessment

Reporting a broader picture of learning

Student wellbeing is central to the 
Framework 

Supporting continuity and learning - building 
on primary school

Key Messages of 

Framework for Junior 
Cycle 2015



Structure of the Junior Cycle

8 Principles

24 Statements of Learning

Subjects
Short

Courses

Other Areas 

of Learning

Level 2 

Learning 

Programmes

8 Key Skills

Assessment and Reporting
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What is improving?
• A better and a more engaging learning experience for your child

• Updated subject specifications 

• Quality reporting back to parents and students

• Assessment to support learning

• An emphasis on Key Skills and preparation for life

• A sound preparation for learning at Senior Cycle and beyond





Why does wellbeing matter?

Student wellbeing is present when the 

students realise their abilities, take care of 

their physical wellbeing, can cope with the 

normal stresses of life, and have a sense of 

purpose and belonging to a wider community. 





A changing culture of assessment
•A move away from numbers and letters!

•Assessment in support of learning

•Assessment focused on offering effective feedback 

•Greater variety of assessment activity

•Teachers talking to teachers about assessment

•Building capacity, knowledge and confidence in assessment in schools



Your child will be involved in…
• Reviewing feedback and identifying what they have done well

• Identifying what to do next

• Setting and achieving personal goals

• Redrafting and correcting their own work

• Giving feedback to others

• Considering examples of good work and identifying how they can improve on 
their own work



One Subject’s Journey

Ongoing assessment that 
supports student learning

Transition 

from 

Primary 

School

First Year Second Year Third Year

Ongoing 

Assessment
Ongoing 

Assessment

Check 

In
Check 

In

Check 

In
2nd Year

Classroom-

Based 

Assessment

Final 

Assessment

3rd  Year

Classroom-

Based 

Assessment 

and 

Assessment

Task

1 2 3



Classroom-Based Assessment
Classroom-Based Assessments will provide students with opportunities 
to demonstrate their understanding and skills in a way which would 
not be possible in a formal examination.

The tasks will cover a broad range of activities including oral 
presentations, written work of different types, practical or designing 
and making activities, artistic performances, scientific experiments, 
projects or other suitable tasks.

A particular purpose of the Classroom- Based Assessments will be to 
facilitate developmental feedback to students.

Framework for Junior Cycle 2015, p. 37



• Schools will organise “Subject Learning and Assessment 
Review” meetings

• Teachers will compare their assessment of students’ work and 
ensure a common approach across the school

• CPD will be provided for teachers to ensure that the 
Classroom-Based Assessments align to a national standard

Ensuring Quality



Assessment Task

◆ It may require the student to demonstrate an understanding of 
the knowledge and skills developed during the second 
Classroom-Based Assessment.

◆ The Assessment Task will be completed in class under the 
supervision of the teacher and will be sent to the SEC for 
marking along with the script for that subject in the state-
certified examination.

Framework for Junior Cycle 2015, p. 38



Final Assessment:  Subjects

• English, Irish and Maths specified at Higher and Ordinary levels

• All other subjects specified at a Common Level

• Duration of 2 hours or less

Exams will be set, held and marked by the State Examinations 
Commission in June of third year.



CBA and AT dates
• CBAs for 2nd year – towards end of year

• CBAs and AT for 3rd year – before Christmas

• Assessments are carried out to a national timeframe 

• Dates are in student journal 

• Dates will be made available to you via Cloudschool



The Junior Cycle Profile of 
Achievement will report on

• SEC examinations of subjects

• Classroom-Based Assessments 

• Other Areas of Learning



State Examinations

• Distinction

• Higher Merit

• Merit

• Achieved

• Partially Achieved

• Not Graded

Classroom-Based 

Assessments

• Exceptional

• Above expectations

• In line with expectations

• Yet to meet expectations

• Not reported





Pastoral/Academic Support

• Chaplains

Ms. Gildea, Mr. McCauley, 

• Guidance Counsellor

Ms. Rahilly

• SEN Department

Ms. Butterly, Ms. Jacobs

‘children at this stage in their lives 
need to  know there is someone 
they can come to if they are 
having problems.’..

John Stevenson ..Irish Times 



Supporting our students

Parents and schools can work together to 
teach children organisational skills –
support them but don’t do it for them – and 
eventually they learn to do it for 
themselves’…

• Moving Up! From Primary to Post-Primary, a Parents’ Roadmap



Key Messages…
• Communication is the key!

• Attendance

• Journal – Check daily, sign weekly

• Water bottles – No single use plastic bottles allowed

• Uniform – correct uniform everyday

• No mobile phones allowed or to be seen inside of the 
school building



Work hard & have AMBITION

“Who you are tomorrow begins 
with what you do today.”– Tim Fargo



Thank you!

• sscannell@ashcom.ie

• 01- 8353066 Ext 226

• 9th Oct 2019 School closed Staff CPD

• Key date for diary : Parent Teacher Meeting 1st April 2020

• Appointments : Contact Edel in reception

mailto:sscannell@ashcom.ie

