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On Thursday the 31st 

August, every student from 

Transition Year went on a 

trip to Celtic Adventures, 

situated on Clogherhead 

Beach in County Louth. We 

were divided into groups 

and completed various 

team building exercises 

within our groups. We built 

human pyramids, went on 

a go-kart while blindfolded, 

went for a hike to see the 

wonderful scenic views 

around Clogherhead, and 

completed many puzzles 

and solved problems as 

part of our groups. We 

ended the day on a high as 

we were all allowed to run 

in to the sea and splash 

around for a bit. It was a 

very enjoyable experience 

for all TY students that took 

part and it’s safe to say that 

we would all love to go 

there again. 

  

Settling In 
Week: 4th September 

• • • 

The week of the 4th 

September was our first 

full week as TYs. After 

our induction trip to 

Clogherhead, this week 

was focused on settling in 

to classes. There are 

several new subjects, such 

as ECDL and Life Skills, 

as well as each student’s 

individual choices, which 

include options from 

Japanese to Stained Glass. 

Also, on Wednesday 6th, 

we had a work experience 

induction day, which 

involved a talk about 

work experience, how it 

works and what to do 

regarding writing logs, 

etc. It also gave each 

student a chance to ask 

questions about weeklong 

placements, or what to do 

when absent.  There are 

five classes in TY: 

Bartragh, Dursey, 

Copeland, Kerragh, and 

Shenick. 



Causey Farm Trip / Junior Cert Results  
13th September 

 

The week of the 11th of September was very eventful and 

important. Wednesday 13th was Junior Cert Results day. All 

Transition Year students went on a trip to Causey Farm in 

Kells. It was an interesting and enjoyable day out for all 

involved. We were split in to groups and participated in many 

activities including baking brown bread (which we ate 

afterwards – it was delicious!), ceili dancing, milking cows, 

trying out the various activities involved in the Farmaphobia 

set (a maze of mirrors, a corn maze, and a terrifying journey 

through a dark haunted house). We all also hugely enjoyed the 

bog jumping!  

After that, we returned to the school to receive our results. 

Many of us were anxious at first but felt relieved once we got 

our results. Many students did very well, especially the six 

students who received straight A’s and a Higher Merit in 

English.  

That evening, many students went out and celebrated with 

friends and family, celebrations which were both well needed, 

and well deserved.  

 

 



Work Experience / Life Skills / Fun Run 
Week: 18th September 

On Wednesday this week, everyone had their very first 

day of work experience, and for most of us, this was our first 

taste of life in the working world. Work experience should and 

will be a great way to gain valuable experience and insight into 

working life and to help us towards deciding on a future career 

path. 

On Thursday during Life Skills, all TYs received a talk 

for National Irish Sign Language Awareness Week, from 

Stephen Bates, who works with the Irish Deaf Society. The talk 

was interesting as Stephen, who is deaf himself, signed through 

ISL (Irish Sign Language) to us, while his colleague from the 

deaf society interpreted what he was saying. Stephen told us 

about the Deaf Society’s struggle to get ISL recognised as an 

official language in Ireland and told us stories of some of the 

daily struggles faced by people from the deaf community. The 

presentation was extremely engaging. 

On Friday we had our annual 5K Fun Run. Well done to 

all those who helped out or took part to make the day the 

brilliant success it was! A huge congratulations to the TY 

winners: 

Girls: Aoibheann Rea, Roisin Dignam, Jennifer Warren 

Boys: Sean O’Donaghue, David Carr, Sean Gallagher 

 

 
 

  

 



September 25th - 29th  
Week: 25th September 

On Thursday we had an autism awareness talk from 

Autism Ireland during Life Skills. It was a very interesting talk 

as we learned what life can be like for someone with autism 

and some of the challenges they face. We gained a much deeper 

understanding about the world from the perspective of 

someone with autism.  

This week Ms. Murphy announced that TYs would be 

putting on a production of ‘An Triail’, an Irish play. We will be 

performing this for the 6th years who are studying it for their 

Leaving Cert. Auditions were held over the following weeks 

and parts were filled. It’s set to be a great show and a great way 

to improve your spoken Irish, while having the craic as well! 

It was announced this week which students would be 

taking part in the Sports Leadership Programme. These 

students took part, and will 

continue to take part, in a 

course over a number of days 

throughout the year, where 

they will learn skills on how 

to be a good sports leader or 

coach. There is further 

information about this course 

in the Sports section of the 

Bulletin. 

 

 
Above: Students participating in the Sports 

Leadership Programme 

 

 

  

Class Bartragh 

October 12th and 13th 

• • • 

On Thursday 12th and 

Friday 13th of October, 

we as a class helped 

fundraising for the 

Irish Society of 

Autism. We all came 

together to raise 

money to help out 

people in need. We 

went to Ashbourne 

Village and collected 

money. We would just 

like to thank everyone 

who helped us to 

collect money. 

Altogether we raised 

1500 euro and as a 

class we are very 

proud and thankful. 

 

Musical 

Workshops 
Every Thursday in October 

• • • 

Rehearsals and 

workshops for the TY 

Musical ran every 

Thursday in October, 

starting October 5th. We 

were split into groups, 

and each group learned 

parts of a dance routine. 

As the weeks went on we 

learned more and more 

until finally, on the last 

week, we formed larger 

groups and practiced the 

routine together. As well 

as this, auditions were 

held for singers and 

actors. 



Zeminar 
October 10th  

On Tuesday the 10th, the whole of TY went to the RDS to an event called Zeminar. We got 

to talk to many people at different stands, for instance girl guides and Gaeltachts, as well 

as Gaisce and Labour Youth. We also got to meet various speakers. Gary and 

Paul O'Donovan are an example. It was a fantastic experience for everyone! 

 
 

Prosper Meath 

October 13th 

 

Sean and Eoin Murphy 

from Prosper Meath 

came to discuss a horse 

riding experience for 

people with learning 

difficulties. They need 

volunteers from TY to 

get involved and help. 

 

 
  

Simon James 
October 12th 

• • • 

Singer/Songwriter and 

past pupil of Ashbourne 

Community School, 

Simon James, sang a 

couple of songs for TYs. 

Afterwards he spoke 

briefly about 

cyberbullying and 
discrimination and ways 

in which we should stay 

safe online. It was a great 

experience and very 

enjoyable for all.  

 

 

October  

16th – 20th 
• • • 

On the Monday and 

Tuesday of this week we 

did not have school as 

Storm Ophelia struck 

Ireland. Students had to 

remain home until 

further notice was given. 

Musical rehearsals and 

rehearsals for Irish 

drama ‘An Triail’ took 

place this week. 

Day two of the Sports 

Leadership Programme 

took place on October 

18th. 
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Sports Leadership Programme 
 

20 TY students 

have been 

involved in this 3 

½ day course. 

We are currently 

2 days into the 

programme and 

it is proving to 

be an 

unbelievably fun, worthwhile learning experience for our 

students. So far, we’ve looked at how officials do their jobs and 

play their crucial roles in sports. Also, we’ve learned plenty of 

tips and managed to take and control a full training session, after 

being taught how to plan a session, how to keep players safe and 

happy, and the best ways to teach a group. We are lucky as we 

are constantly keeping active and getting involved ourselves. 

There has been some amazing teaching so far and well done also 

to our students, who are really making the most of this 

experience. A special thanks to the school for giving us this 

incredible opportunity. 

Senior Girls 

Volleyball 
• • • 

Coached by Ms. 

McLoughlin, our senior 

girls have set themselves 

up nicely for the season. 

We have trained early on a 

Tuesday morning and 

have given up our Friday 

evenings to train. With 

two teams entered (a red 

and a white team), we 

faced strong sides from 

Swords in an early round 

of the cup. Unlucky to say 

the least, only one of our 

teams came out on top. 

Well done do the red 

team. Scores came from 

many different girls for 

both teams. Both teams 

will continue to train and 

are pushing for some 

trophies. Fair play to both 

teams for two excellent 

performances. Keep it up 

ladies! 

 

Senior Girls Basketball 
• • • 

There has been nothing on yet for our Ladies Basketball 

team, however, we will get set up and we’ll start to prepare 

for the year quite soon. Remain patient and in the 

meantime, maybe students should look in to practicing 

themselves! There will hopefully be a big year ahead of us, 

so we’ll let you know as soon as we’re starting, and we 

wish the girls and the teachers involved the very best of 

luck for the season ahead. 



FAI Kickstart 1 Coaching Badge Course  
Soccer 

 

ACS were delighted to welcome Barry Ferguson into our school 

in October. The man who is a UEFA-A-licensed coach and, so 

we were very lucky to have been able to learn from the best. 

Some of our TY ‘soccer-mad’ students attended the beneficial 

coaching course. All learned an awful lot about the game and 

the different ways to coach young kids. All participating 

students will receive a certificate soon and are all officially 

Kickstart 1 coaches now. A massive thank you to the school 

who both set up and funded the great day. 

  

Senior Boys Golf 
• • • 

Coached by Mr. McIvor, our 

senior golf team (including 

TY students Simon Purcell 

and Stephan Campbell), 

played in the Leinster Senior 

Qualifiers in Balcarrick Golf 

Club earlier this year and 

narrowly missed out on 

qualification. Very unlucky 

boys! Our first match was a 

successful one, as we came 

out on top against a Skerries 

team. Thanks to Ashbourne 

Golf Club for facilitating the 

game. It ended with ACS 

being 3 up in overall terms. 

Next up is Ardgillan – keep it 

up lads and we should have 

no problems! 

 

 

(All Ages) Girls Soccer 
• • • 

Our girls’ soccer team(s) haven’t got up and running just yet, as games don’t have to be played 

for another while. However, we will be hosting trainings in the near future. If anyone has any 

questions about girls’ soccer, come see either Mr. Sheerin or TY Students David Carr or Emma 

Murphy. There will be plenty of games coming up, so let’s try our very best to spread the word 

and get as many numbers as possible down to trainings. As soon as we choose a time and a day 

to train or play, we will let you know. Best of luck to all the squad this year. 

 



Senior Girls 

Gaelic Football 
Coached by Ms. O’Connell 

and Ms. McManus, the 

Senior Girls were out 

running and training as a 

team more than once 

already this year. 

Unfortunately, although, 

we’ve been playing 

brilliantly, we have been 

beaten twice, so results 

haven’t been going our 

way. Having said that, the 

girls have more games to 

come and they play with 

smiles on their faces, so 

hopefully the team’s 

attitude will push them 

from here on in, as we do 

deserve a good season. 

Good luck to all the 

players, the teachers 

involved, and to the 3 TY 

lads (Conor Harford, 

Killian Hogan and David 

Carr) who also play their 

parts in the team. 

 

 

 

 

  

U19 Boys’ 

Soccer 
• • • 

Coached by Mr. Roberts, Mr. 

Cullen and Mr. Leahy, the 

U19 Boys have gotten off to 

an amazing start, with a 

huge win away from home 

against a talented 

Portmarnock side. This solid 

4-2 win put them through to 

the next round of the cup. 4 

Transition Year students 

(Seàn Gallagher, Sam 

Hendrick, Conor Harford 

and David Carr) played a 

massive role in the game. 

Goals coming from Conor 

Harford, Dean Moran and 

Dillon O’Brien (x2). We are 

confident that this team has 

what it takes to go all the 

way this year, but we’ll have 

to take it one game at a time. 

Best wishes boys! 

 
 

U16 Boys Gaelic Football 
• • • 

Coached by Mr. Deasy and Mr. McIvor, the U16 Boys got off to a flying start this year. The lads gave up 

their late mornings each Tuesday to train together and to prepare as a team for the big year ahead. With 

2 great wins already secured, we’re high in confidence, but know it won’t be easy either. We were 

unlucky to lose against St. Pat’s, Navan, in the semifinal of the Dunganny blitz recently. This team 

consists of plenty of TY students, so we wish the squad the best of luck going forward.  

U16 Girl’s Gaelic 

Football 
• • • 

Coached by Mr. Howlin and 

Ms. Tighe, the U16 girls look 

like they could win plenty of 

silverware this year. There 

seems to be a number of 

exceptionally talented 

footballers on the panel. 

However, the girls must 

work extremely hard in 

trainings and show up to 

games prepared in order to 

reach their potential. 

Nothing will come easy. 

With 1 win from 1, things 

couldn’t be any better. Best 

of luck to the TY girls on the 

panel and also to the 

managers and the rest of the 

team (including Ryan 

Power, Marie Heffernan, 

and Aoibheann Rea, who are 

all looking after the team). 

 
 



U17’s Boys Soccer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coached by Mr. Leahy, the U17 Boys started very early this year as always. The standard at the 

two trials was incredible and Mr. Leahy had to think long and hard about the squad. Eventually, 

he came out with a 22-man panel who battled against a tough side at home, coming away from 

the game with a 1-0 win. Well done to our Sam O’Brien, who scored and won the game for us. So 

far, so good, but the lads will have to keep it up to go places this year. There are a number of TY 

students on this squad, in fact, 7 out of the starting 11 were TYs in the opening game of the 

season. All the best this season boys! 

 

 

Thank You for Reading! 
• • • 
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