
Postponement of State Examinations 
 
Changes follow updated health advice regarding school closures until further notice 
Leaving Certificate written examinations postponed until late July/August 
Junior Cycle examinations in June replaced with school-based exams and assessments early 
in the new school year 
 
The Minister for Education and Skills Joe McHugh TD yesterday April 10th 2020 announced a series 
of changes to the 2020 State Examinations as part of measures to respond to Covid-19, including 
postponement of the Leaving Certificate examinations. 
The decisions have been taken on foot of updated advice from the National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET). 

 
Minister McHugh said plans were being put in place for the postponed Leaving Certificate 
examinations to begin in the last week of July or early August, subject to public health advice. 
Junior Cycle final examinations due to take place in June will be replaced by school-based exams and 
assessments held early in the new school year. 

 
A series of other decisions has also been taken – 

• As part of the wider public health measures, schools are closed until further notice. 
• Practical examinations for Leaving Certificate students which were due to have been held in 

May are deferred. They will be rescheduled for late July/early August. 
• The new Leaving Certificate exam timetable will be confirmed in early June. 

 
Minister McHugh said: “All decisions we are taking in relation to rescheduling exams are 
based on current public health advice and put the best interests of students first. The welfare 
of students and that of their families is front and centre in all decision making. 

 
Minister McHugh said the intention was to allow at least two weeks of class time, in school, before the 
Leaving Certificate examinations begin. 
The admissions process for higher education, managed by the Central Applications Office (CAO), will 
operate as closely as possible to the usual timeframe for offers and the entry date for first year 
students will be delayed. 

 
Practical projects and Course Work 
A range of subjects involve these elements – Computer Science, PE Performance, Technology, Art, 
Agricultural Science, Agricultural Economics, History, Geography, RE, Politics and Society, Music 
Composition, Construction Studies and Home Economics (Textiles). 
The deadline for submission of work will now be immediately prior to the commencement of the 
written examinations in the late July/August period. 

 
Practical examinations 
A number of practical examinations, supervised by school appointed superintendents and scheduled 
for 27 April to 8 May in Engineering, Art Life Sketching and Construction Studies and a practical and 
written examination in Computer Science scheduled for 27 May will now take place in the late 
July/August period. 
 
Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) and LCVP Link Modules 
LCA Personal Reflection Task, scheduled for completion by 1 May, will now be completed by the 
commencement of the written examinations in the late July/August period. 
The following will be rescheduled for the late July/August period. 
LCA Oral Examinations 
LCA practical performance tests in Hotel Catering & Tourism; Office Administration and Customer 
Care; Active Leisure Studies; Hair & Beauty; and Agriculture/Horticulture 
LCA ICT practical performance and written examination. 
LCVP Link modules written examination. 

 
The uncertainty surrounding the state exams has been quite stressful for students over the 
past few weeks. Given yesterday’s announcement of the postponement of the Leaving 
Certificate until July/ August it might be advisable for those students to take a little time out 
over the Easter break, enjoy the current good weather and then return to study refreshed after 
the Easter holidays. 


